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FINAL REPORT  

‘CENTURY OF HOPE’  

Celebrating a Centenary of Women’s Heritage in Wales 

SECTION A:  

Women’s Archive Wales: 

Women’s Archive Wales (WAW) was established in 1997-98 in order to: 

• Raise awareness of the history of women in Wales, and 

• Identify and preserve sources relevant to the history of women in Wales.  

To this end WAW facilitates the rescuing of sources of women’s history and depositing them in 

county archives and in the National Library of Wales. It organises conferences and events to debate 

and present the history of women in Wales. It works in partnership with organisations such as Llafur: 

Welsh People’s History Society; West of England and South Wales Women's History Network; 

Chwarae Teg; Women’s Equality Network and The University of South Wales.    

Since 2007 WAW has received several grants from the Heritage Lottery Fund for various projects: 

• to organise Women’s Heritage Roadshows throughout Wales. As a result, many documents 

and photographs were deposited in the relevant archives and c.1,000 items were scanned to 

be displayed on the People’s Collection Wales’ website.  

• to research and recover information about women in Wales during the First World War and 

develop a website to record this: www.womenandwar.wales  

• ‘Voices from the Factory Floor’ to record the experiences of women who worked in 

manufacturing 1945-75: www.factorywomensvoices.wales 

All these projects were completed on time and to budget.   

The background to the ‘Century of Hope’ project: 

In a meeting of the WAW Executive Committee on 29 June, 2017 it was decided that we should 

celebrate the partial enfranchisement of women in 1918 by organising events throughout Wales and 

also to celebrate the twentieth anniversary of the founding of the movement by recording and 

safeguarding the recollections of founder and later active members (1998-2018).    

THE APPLICATION 

An application form for financial support was submitted to the Heritage Lottery Fund in the autumn 

of 2017. This application was based upon the following rationale: 

 

 

http://www.womenandwar.wales/
http://www.factorywomensvoices.wales/
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Rationale: 

• That the history of women in Wales has been ignored and neglected in the past. This project 

would help to raise awareness of its significance and especially of the contributions of the 

first and second waves of feminism.  

• The project would encompass the whole of Wales and would be delivered and recorded 

bilingually.  

• That the women who had established AMC/WAW should be recognised. Their recollections 

of the founding and development of the movement are important aspects of late twentieth- 

century women’s history. This project would allow us to appreciate and celebrate their 

contributions.    

• That this work needed to be done as soon as possible, since one of the founder members 

had died in 2008 and others were getting older.  

The aims of the project:  

• To raise the profile of women and an awareness of their contribution to the history of Wales 

by organising 10-12 events throughout Wales, celebrating the experiences of the past 

century.  

• To organise interesting and different events to attract both young and old, members and 

non-members, bilingually and in different localities throughout Wales.  

• To interview c.15-20 founder and active members of WAW through video recording to 

celebrate the 20th anniversary of WAW.  

• To create a film of these recordings and of the events to be shown in a celebratory event to 

draw the project to a close and subsequently in different locations in Wales.  

• To identify and train volunteers to help with the recording and the events. 

• To ensure that all the archive of the project will be deposited in WAW’s name in the National 

Sound and Screen Archive 

• To achieve these aims within a year (2018) in accordance with the detailed plan of the 

project.   

To this end we would: 

• Appoint two Film-makers and an Events Manager. 

• Establish a Project Management Group (PMG) to monitor and review the project’s progress; 

The Project Co-ordinator would be a member of this group.  

• Identify and train 20-25 volunteers to help with the events and with the film-making. 

• Appoint a Financial Advisor to help WAW’s Treasurer manage the budget. 

Budget: 

In the autumn of 2017 WAW’s Executive Committee presented an application for £41,000, based on 

the aims above, to the Heritage Lottery Fund. This budget would include the costs of recruitment; 

officers’ fees and expenses; money towards the training and expenses of volunteers; equipment; 

promotion and marketing costs; a budget for each event, especially the International Conference 

and the costs of evaluation and a final report.  
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In keeping with HLF’s requirements WAW was expected to contribute match-funding of £1,500 

towards this budget. An anonymous donation from a member of WAW contributed £700 (including 

gift aid) and the remaining £800 was contributed by the School of Management at Swansea 

University to pay for the venue, the facilities and equipment required for the International 

Conference.   

These sponsorships ensured that the project would be on a firm financial footing from the outset 

and could start as soon as we were given the go-ahead by HLF. 

Non-financial Support and Volunteer Contributions:  

Non-financial support was received from: 

• The National Screen and Sound Archive (a home for the final project) 

• Glamorgan Archives (accommodation for PMG meetings and two training sessions) 

• Bangor University (facilitating PMG meetings) 

• Llandudno Library (free use of facilities for Roadshow)  

• Welsh government - training by two Marketing officers provided free of charge 

• translation services – all documents, marketing, website, simultaneous translation at the 

International Conference) etc. were delivered free of charge by members of WAW.  

• Millennium Centre, Cardiff Bay, use of room free of charge for Volvo Ocean Race talk and 

exhibition.  

• School of Management Swansea University – the use of a room for meetings.  

This has amounted to the equivalent of c. £2,250 in non-cash contribution support.  

Our volunteers’ time, whether in organising events and running them as leaders, teachers and 

stewards, in meetings, training sessions or being interviewed and transcribing interviews, organising, 

researching and running events is time given in kind too. We can record, with considerable pride, 

that our volunteers have contributed 1410 volunteer hours in kind, the equivalent of £39,719 in cash 

towards this project. 

One very significant aspect of the volunteering time is that different volunteers took responsibility 

for organising different events, either because the event was in their locality or because it was their 

area of expertise. This is illustrated in the reports on the individual events below. Furthermore, as is 

illustrated by the long list of talks and media interviews below, our volunteers have been proactive 

in promoting awareness and raising the profile of women in the history of Wales throughout the 

year and noting the support of HLF to this project. WAW is greatly indebted to our volunteers for 

their unstinting support for the project.  

Project Management: 

A sub-committee of six – the Project Management Group (PMG) – from among WAW’s Executive 

Committee members was set up to run this project on behalf of WAW. They included the current 

WAW Chair: Catrin Stevens; the Vice-Chair: Dr Chris Chapman; the Administrative Secretary: Avril 

Rolph; the Treasurer: Gail Allen; the Minutes Secretary: Shan Robinson and Dr Dinah Evans. Catrin 

Stevens was the Project Co-ordinator. Unfortunately, Avril Rolph died in June 2018 and was not 

replaced on the committee. Two further sub-groups, the Eisteddfod sub-group and the Conference 
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sub-group were established to facilitate these events. All these reported back regularly on the 

project’s progress to the Executive Committee of WAW. 

The PMG met six times in 2018-19 (namely January 24, March 28, May 16, July 9, October 17 2018 

and February 8, 2019) and the paid Officers attended these meetings too.  These meetings received 

reports on completed events and discussed future events to monitor the project’s progress; it 

received briefings on progress made regarding interviews; it administered the budget and offered 

support to the officers in their posts. The members of the PMG spent many volunteer hours taking 

minutes, administering the finances and providing regular support for the Field Officers.  

Recruitment and appointment of Officers: 

Recruitment and appointments took place in January/February 2018. Catrin Edwards, an 

experienced television producer and director was appointed as film-maker 1. As a member of 

WAW’s executive committee Catrin decided to resign her post for the duration of the project. Tash 

Horton was appointed as Film-maker 2 and Heulwen Davies as Events’ Manager. Due to ill-health 

Heulwen decided to resign her post in August 2018 and Kate Sullivan, who had been interviewed for 

the post originally and who had worked for WAW on a previous project was appointed (with the 

permission of Julie Hughes (HLF) by email on August 8th). Although Kate is a member of the WAW 

executive committee and thus a trustee, this appointment was approved by the Charity 

Commissioners in early August.  

The budget also enabled us to appoint financial support for our Treasurer but unfortunately the 

person appointed had to withdraw due to ill-health. Gail Allen, WAW’s Treasurer, agreed to look 

after the budget initially without a fee but due to the amount of work involved, the WAW executive 

committee felt she should be reimbursed and this motion was formally passed unanimously by the 

WAW executive committee on November 14th 2018 and agreed with Dareth Edwards, our HLF 

officer, by email on November 27th. 

SECTION B: TRAINING 

Four training courses / workshops were organised: 

(I) Recording Oral History on Video workshop on February 26th at Glamorgan Archives.  

Catrin Edwards and Tash Horton tutored this course. 8 participants had originally booked to 

attend but one potential attendee unfortunately pulled out. The workshop went well and our 

evaluation forms were positive. The workshop benefitted from having both of us (Tash and I) 

training together, as we could give the participants more support during the practical element of 

the workshop.  The women also worked well together. Several of the participants have been 

involved in filming / photographing the events during the year.  We tried to set up a second 

workshop in North Wales and were offered free space at Bangor University Library to hold the 

event. However, unfortunately we didn’t attract enough interested participants and the 

workshop had to be postponed. 
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Catrin Edwards 

 

(ii) Recording oral history on video – June 26th, Tonypandy College 

 

As filmmakers we held the second Canrif Gobaith Century of Hope Course at Tonypandy College 

– the course having been substantially adjusted for techno savvy teenagers from years 10 & 11! 

        

The course was open to both male and female students, but eventually eleven young women, and 

their teacher Claire Thomas, attended the workshop. Having watched a PowerPoint presentation in 

the morning, we split the students into 3 groups (4 4 3) for the afternoon session. The students were 

provided with a small digital camera and sound recorder from the Archive, some of the filmmakers’ 

personal video equipment and the college provided 20 Mini Apple iPads which were used for shooting 

video and recording sound, so that they had experience using many different types of equipment. 

         

The different groups went about interviewing Claire Thomas & each other, rotating different pieces 

of equipment. We were joined by the college Head who was interviewed very thoroughly and 

entertainingly by one of the groups. 
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At the end of the day, the students were able to view their synced video and sound interview clips 

on a big screen and evaluate each other’s work. 

Catrin Edwards 

(iii)  ‘Marketing’ workshop on December 12th at Glamorgan Archives  

Mari Stevens Welsh Government Director of Marketing, Tourism and Business and Helia Phoenix, 

Visit Wales Media Manager organised a workshop on ‘‘Deeds not words’: Bringing the stories of 

Wales's women to life for new audiences through events, campaigns and digital media’. Eighteen 

participants registered initially but due to circumstances the final number was eleven. The two 

officers encouraged us to consider in earnest WAW’s core values and what kind of voice we have as 

a movement. The different platforms that are available for communicating our message were 

discussed and we agreed that we should continue the discussion beyond this session. Indeed, Mari 

and Helia have offered to meet again to help form a marketing strategy and to help us apply it 

practically. The feed-back was very favourable: ‘Inspirational’ and ‘Fab stuff! Really useful to me 

personally and hopefully professionally eventually’. This workshop was provided free of charge by 

Welsh Government.  

Catrin Stevens 

 

         
 

(iv) A practical course to learn more about using social media – Facebook, Twitter, Instagram 

 

 The aim of this course was to help us advertise and raise awareness of the organisation’s work. It 

was held on 25th January, 2019, and taught by Dysgu Bro Ceredigion Community Learning, 

Aberystwyth. Only eight people could participate in this course and it was full. Attendees travelled 

from afar to take advantage of the course – three from Swansea, one from Wrexham, one from 

Penrhyndeudraeth and three from around Aberystwyth. The students’ competences varied 

considerably but through John, the tutor,’s patience each one either learned new or refined her skills 

during the course. The feed-back was positive with comments such as ‘A useful day’ and ‘Tutor very 

patient and worked through social media platforms in a logical manner. Explained things very 

clearly’.  

 

Kate Sullivan 

   

 



9 
 

SECTION C: Delivering the Project: 

PART 1:  Recording the founder and active members of WAW to celebrate its 20th anniversary: 

During 2018 Women’s Archive Wales celebrated its twentieth anniversary. Commemorating the 

history of the organisation, by filming oral histories on high definition video with some of the 

founder and early members, was one of Century of Hope’s most important and meaningful activities. 

Sixteen members were interviewed between February and July 2018, including the Honorary 

President of WAW, Emeritus Professor Deirdre Beddoe, the Honorary Vice-presidents, Avril Rolph 

and Jenny Sabine and the current Chair, Catrin Stevens. The list of interviewees includes some of the 

most prominent historians and archivists in Wales. Many stories and reminiscences were recorded in 

the comprehensive interviews and the interviews were used extensively in the documentary film of 

the project, Canrif Gobaith | Century of Hope. 

The interviews listed below and also the high definition video material of all the events during Canrif 

Gobaith | Century of Hope will be kept in the National Screen and Sound Archive of Wales in the 

National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth. 

CGCH01.01  Susan Edwards 

CGCH02.01  Avril Rolph 

CGCH03.01  Jenny Sabine 

CGCH04.01  Jennifer Twelvetrees 

CGCH05.01  Catrin Stevens 

CGCH06.01  Neil Evans 

CGCH07.01  Caroline Fairclough 

CGCH08.01  Rosemary Scadden 

CGCH09.01  Gail Allen 

CGCH10.01  Jen Wilson 

CGCH11.01  Deirdre Beddoe 

CGCH12.01  Elin Jones 

CGCH13.01  Shan Robinson 

CGCH14.01  Angela John 

CGCH15.01  Paulette Pelosi 

CGCH16.01  Gwyneth Roberts 

PART 2. The Events 

Plans for 10-12 events were submitted in our original application and we have been able to fulfil this 

aim fully in 2018-19. These events were very creative and imaginative and as they varied so much in 

content and nature each one deserves individual attention.  Our film-makers, Catrin Edwards and 

Tash Horton, diligently recorded all these events.   

(i) February / March 2018: The Cranogwen Project and Ysgol Gynradd Pen-boyr:  

         

Ysgol Gynradd Pen-boyr had chosen to present a project on Sarah Jane Rees (Cranogwen) a famous 

nineteenth century local woman for the Welsh Heritage Schools’ Initiative (WHSI) 2018 competition. 

WAW decided to work with them to support and develop their work.  Our two film-makers filmed 

the pupils as they researched the history of Cranogwen at the National Library in Aberystwyth. They 

recorded interviews with the children on the bus and at the NLW and Catrin Edwards explained her 

involvement as producer of the programme on Cranogwen in the Mamwlad S4C series.  
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Following this visit the school set about researching through social media the present whereabouts 

of Cranogwen’s bardic chair. Having located it at Trefecca College museum, the fim-makers recorded 

the pupils’ visit to the museum.  Ysgol Gynradd Pen-boyr was awarded one of the top prizes for 

junior school projects in the WHSI 2018 Awards’ Ceremony. 

Catrin Edwards     

(ii) March 8th: International Women’s Day Conference at the Pierhead, Cardiff Bay and the 

Ursula Masson Memorial Lecture at the Senedd 

 

 

The late Avril Rolph, Honorary Vice-president of WAW delivering her talk about the early years of 

WAW at the Pierhead on International Women’s Day 

WAW worked in partnership with the University of South Wales to organise this event which was 

sponsored by the Welsh Assembly through Ann Jones AM, the Deputy Presiding Officer. The theme 

of the conference was ‘Women and Activism in Wales’.  

For the morning session Dr Elin Jones, a member of WAW’s executive committee stepped in to 

replace Professor Deirdre Beddoe who was unable to attend due to poor health. Dr Jones gave an 

excellent talk on the background to the women’s suffrage movement and its significance in England 

and Wales.  The next session aimed at celebrating WAW’s 20th anniversary. It was chaired by Dr 

Christine Chapman (vice-chair of WAW) and the presenters were Avril Rolph (founder member and 

Honorary Vice-president) on WAW’s beginnings and early history;  Jenny Sabine (founder member 

and Honorary Vice-president) talked about WAW’s collections and the Roadshow project; Dr Neil 

Evans spoke about the distinctiveness of WAW and his friendship and working relationship, 

especially through Llafur, with the late Dr Ursula Masson (a founder member) and Catrin Stevens 
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(Chair) described the latest projects (Voices from the Factory Floor, Women in WW1: the Welsh 

Experience and Canrif Gobaith / Century of Hope). The session was well-received, and we gained 

some new members. An exhibition of photographs from WAW’s various projects filled the back of 

the hall. The event was filmed by our film-makers. It was very well attended – a capacity audience of 

about 100 attended most of the sessions during the day. The afternoon sessions were organised by 

the University of South Wales. Eight volunteers helped organise this event.  

In the evening, the annual Ursula Masson Memorial Lecture was held in the Senedd. It was delivered 

this year by Dr Ryland Wallace on the topic ‘The Women’s Suffrage Movement in Wales’. Once more 

there was a capacity audience and the lecture was greatly appreciated for its wide ranging scope and 

the research and scholarship of Dr Wallace. This was a fitting tribute to the memory of Dr Ursula 

Masson, who died ten year ago.  

Catrin Stevens  

(iii ) April 3rd and 4th: Peace-banner workshop at Abergavenny  

                     

The aim of this workshop, organised by WAW volunteers at Abergavenny was for school children to 

produce two peace banners, one in Welsh and one in English, to be carried on the commemoration 

of the ‘March for Life on Earth’ on August 27th. Abergavenny was chosen for this event, as there is a 

strong local tradition of peace activism and banner-making. The workshop was held in the Melville 

Centre in Abergavenny, and was attended by 10 children including one boy. They came from four 

different primary schools and two secondary schools. 

The first day was spent discussing the project, particularly the kind of wording and imagery that 

could be used. We had some examples of banners made locally, and many photographs. The 

children then designed their own individual pieces to be included on ‘their’ banner. By the end of the 

first day we had a fine collection of pieces. On the second day work continued on this; there was a 

degree of problem solving to be done, though all problems were satisfactorily resolved. The 

participants then got together to work on layout and uniting individual pieces into an overall design. 

This was done very amicably, and all the children were pleased and satisfied with the outcome. 

There remained some final sewing-up to be done, but this was carried out later by the adult 

volunteers. The workshop was videoed and some of the children recorded by Catrin Edwards and 

Tash Horton. The photographer was volunteer Anita Harris.   
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Four full-time volunteers and three who came for part of the time helped with this project. Calico for 

the banners, and needles and thread, were bought, but all the other materials were donated 

through the Abergavenny Women’s Network. 

Caroline Fairclough 

(iv) April 14th: Llandudno Roadshow at Llandudno Central Library  

 

                                   

              Betty Williams former and first female                   Prize-winning posters on suffrage by             

 MP for Conwy constituency meets the pupils     pupils at John Bright School  

The Roadshow was organised by the north Wales WAW group and held at Llandudno Central Library 

with the kind permission of Librarian, Anne Thomas. The event was officially opened in the Central 

Hall at 11.a.m. by Betty Williams former MP and first woman MP for Conwy; and following this Annie 

Williams gave a short background talk on the suffrage movement and Barbara Reay on the suffrage 

movement in Llandudno. 

In an adjacent room there was an exhibition on Local Women’s Suffrage history, a stand for 

Llandudno Women Councillors promoting “Women in Democracy” and a display area for WAW. In 

another room Conway Archives kindly came along to receive any donations and experts talked to the 

public about any items they wished to have scanned and safeguarded by AMC WAW. Around 60 

people attended the morning session with a further 10-15 people walking in off the streets during 

the afternoon. 19 items were collected / scanned on the day.  

Prior to the roadshow local schools had been invited to compete in an art competition by devising a 

poster on women’s suffrage. Fifteen entries were received - all from John Bright School and judged 

by WAW officers and Sian Young, Conwy Arts Development Officer. Due to the quality of the entries, 

it was decided that we offer £50 first prize; and 2x £25 runner up prizes. The winners were: 1st prize: 

Charlie Marshall yr 8; Runner up: Shopia Shields yr 8 and Runner up: Rebecca Gilpin yr 7. All the 

entries were on display on the day. 

The event was filmed by our film-makers who also captured some vox pop interviews with winners 

of the competition, the speakers and others. Eight volunteers helped on the day.  

Shan Robinson  
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(v) May 30th Volvo Ocean Race Talk at the Millennium Centre, Cardiff  

                                                  

       Manon Eames presenting her talk      The official ‘Volvo Ocean Race’ programme                            
on ‘Women and the Sea’ 

WAW was invited by the organisers of the Volvo Ocean Race’s community engagement committee 

to participate in their prestigious event in Cardiff on May 30th 2018.  The evening was opened by 

Professor Terry Stevens of Swansea University who introduced Elin Haf Davies, the ambassador of 

Visit Wales’ Year of the Sea. Her talk was inspiring – she described her rowing and sailing adventures 

around the world – but the main emphasis was upon her fundraising and work as a scientist and 

nurse to improve children’s health. Catrin Stevens then gave the background of WAW and the 

events this year during the Century of Hope project. 

The main talk was given by Manon Eames, actor and author who interpreted the works of two 

inspiring and pioneering historians: her father Dr Aled Eames and Robin Evans, who have written 

about women and the sea.  The talk was very well-received and appreciated by an audience of 

around 40 people – members of WAW and the interested public, with a representation from Galicia, 

America and several other countries. Unfortunately Professor Bill Jones was unable to participate 

but we were fortunate that Lars Olsen  of the Jylland Frigate Museum, Denmark, came to talk about 

the impact the City of Culture accolade in 2017 on Aarhus in Denmark.   

There was an exhibition of Women working in the Docks and the audience was entertained on 

arrival by accordion player, George of Fiddlebox, playing sea shanties. Heno (Tinopolis) from S4C 

came to film the event, and the item, including contributions by Manon, Elin Haf and Heulwen 

Davies (WAW Events’ Officer), was screened on 31st  May. 

 Catrin Stevens 
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(vi) June 23rd: ‘Century of Hope’ in Llanystumdwy 

 

This event was a huge success. Around 150 attended the various activities and 70 visited the Lloyd 

George Museum.  The main aim of the event was to celebrate the centenary of women winning the 

partial statutory right to vote, while also bearing in mind that there had been considerable conflict 

between WSPU campaigners and the local populace in Llanystumdwy when the Village Hall was 

opened by Lloyd George, the nation’s hero, on 21 September 1912.  

During the day Neil Evans and Lowri Ifor delivered interesting talks on the History of the Suffrage 

Campaign and the 1923-24 Peace Petition respectively. Nia Powell was in conversation with 

Elizabeth Lloyd George, who discussed the fascinating female descendants of Margaret Lloyd 

George.  A school art competition based on the suffrage movement was won by Year 6 pupils of 

Ysgol Gynradd Beddgelert and the joint second prize by Rhiannon Wood and Daniel Jepson of Ysgol 

Gynradd Llanystumdwy. A Roadshow was held throughout the day and some new items relating to 

women’s history were scanned.  There was an excellent exhibition tracing the background to the 

fracas in Llanystumdwy and the Suffrage Campaign provided by Bangor University Library and 

Archives. There was also an opportunity to make rosettes in a workshop, to wear in the re-

enactment.  

The highlight of the event was the ‘re-enactment’ of the dramatic events of 1912. Participants 

dressed in clothing from the period and decked with WSPU sashes and rosettes and those opposing 

votes for women marched in a rowdy crowd to Llanystumdwy bridge. The drama thence travelled by 

vintage bus to Cricieth station. Once more Neil Evans explained the background of the troubles and 

‘policemen’ protected the suffragettes from the angry crowd.  

This was a ‘fun’ event which succeeded in bringing history to life and raised the profile of women’s 

history in Wales.  

Nia Powell  
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(vii) July 7th: Aberystwyth Women’s Heritage Walk, Ceredigion Museum 

 

                                      
       Booklet, cover                           Gwyneth Roberts leading one walk               

design by Hannah Davies   

This event took place in Welsh in the morning (led by Heulwen Davies) and in English in the afternoon 

(led by Gwyneth Roberts). Both walks attracted a lot of interest - all the places were filled and there 

was even a reserve list – and all the participants seemed to enjoy the opportunity to hear about 

women’s history in the town. 

The walk began and ended at Ceredigion Museum, going around the centre of town and the prom and 

returning to the Museum for (much-appreciated) tea and cakes. The women featured had made their 

mark in many spheres; they included an opera singer who was vice-chair of CND Wales, a wood-

sculptor who campaigned for disability rights, a poet and preacher who went to sea in a ketch, a block-

buster novelist who ran a drama company, a distinguished botanist, a pioneering lawyer in the 

Caribbean, and a cinema manager who won an award from Columbia Pictures. And, since the walk 

was organised to mark 100 years since (some) women got the vote, it also featured a man who 

campaigned tirelessly for female suffrage, the editor of the local paper in the 30 years before World 

War I. Mary Lloyd Jones spoke about her work as an artist to both groups, as did Tegwen Morris about 

the history and activities of Merched y Wawr; Sue Jones Davies met the Welsh-language group to 

discuss her careers as an actress, town councillor and campaigner for refugee organisations. Martha 

Morse, a student in the university’s Department of Theatre, Film and TV Studies, read two poems by 

the early 19th-century poet Elizabeth Crebar and two letters from a student describing life in the 

women students’ hall of residence in 1900. 

On both walks there was a real sense of interest and enjoyment, and participants who’d known 

personally some of the featured women said how glad they were that their friends’ achievements 

hadn’t been forgotten. An App (through Advancing Aberystwyth) which can be downloaded and a 

booklet have been produced so that everyone interested can follow the trail themselves. The cover 

image was created by artist Hannah Davies and both booklet and App were translated by Eurwen 

Booth.  

Gwyneth Roberts 
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(viii) August 10th: ‘Menywod mewn Marmor: Caerdydd, pwy nesaf?’ (Women in Marble: Cardiff, 

who next?), y Senedd, Cardiff Bay 

 

        
Sara Huws introducing the session   Members of the public meet the live  

to a capacity audience    statue of Amelia Earhart 

Because of all the discussions this year about the lack of statues to commemorate the achievements 

of women in Wales, the Eisteddfod sub-committee ((Dr Siân Rhiannon Williams, Dr Elin Jones, 

Rosanne Reeves, Sara Huws, Catrin Edwards a Catrin Stevens) decided to explore this theme and to 

concentrate upon statues in our capital city. Five women who deserve to be commemorate with a 

statue were chosen and five historians / campaigners were asked to present them. Sara Huws from 

National Museums Wales was invited to launch the debate because of her lively and passionate blog 

on the subject. Thus Dr Elin Jones presented Hester Millicent Hughes MacKenzie, educationalist and 

campaigner for suffrage and the first women to stand for election in Wales in 1918; Emeritus 

Professor Jane Aaron – Kathleen Freeman, classical scholar and author of 27 detective novels under 

the pseudonym ‘Mary Fitt’; Non Vaughan Williams – Nan Davies, broadcaster, who reached the 

higher echelons of the British Broadcasting Corporation; Helen Mary Jones – Val Feld, former AM 

and campaigner for equal opportunities and the ‘Yes’ vote during the Welsh referendum; and Dr 

Siân Rhiannon Williams – Betty Campbell the first black women to be a Headteacher (in Mount 

Stuart Square nearby) in Wales and a campaigner for racial equality.  Ballot papers had been 

prepared for the audience; Betty Campbell came top of the audience’s poll and thus was considered 

most worthy of a statue in her memory in Cardiff. The session was a fun event but it also had a 

serious message as it recognised the huge gap that exists between the recognition of women and 

men’s contributions and achievements in the public domain.  

We received good publicity for the event with items on Radio Wales and Radio Cymru and a 

comprehensive article in Barn. During the morning we hired actress Pippa Moss as a living statue of 

Amelia Earhart to raise awareness of female statues on the steps of the Senedd. The placard she 

held asked ‘But where are the statues to the women of Cardiff?’ The photograph of her by Andrew 

Dark was picture of the month in Barn. Mared Pugh-Evans also dressed as a suffragette and handed 

out flyers to Eisteddfodwyr.  

Dr Siân Rhiannon Williams  
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(ix) August 27th Remembering the 1981 Peace Walk ‘Women for Life on Earth’, from Cardiff to 

Greenham Common; Alexandra Gardens, Cardiff and Drill Hall and Severn Bridge, 

Chepstow  

       
Karmen Thomas, one of the 1981 Greenham Re-enacting the original ‘Women for Life 

campaigners talks in Alexandra Gardens,            on Earth’ walk across the Severn Bridge. 

Cardiff Foreground – banners made by Aber-

gavenny school-children in our April 

workshop 

Bank Holiday Monday 27th August was an emotional day for many of us.  This was the exact date in 

1981 when a group of women set off from Cardiff to walk all the way to Greenham Common to 

protest against the siting of US Cruise missiles there.  Our aim this year was to commemorate the 

impact and influence of the Greenham Common peace camp throughout the world. The initiative 

started in Wales.  A group of four women in west Wales came up with the idea, fearful of the build- 

up of nuclear missiles at that time and for the future of their children. Two of those women, Ann 

Pettitt and Karmen Thomas, were speakers at our event.  As also was Sue Lent, who was inspired by 

the ethos of the group to walk the whole way.  Another speaker was Steff Greedy who realised she 

was on the wrong side of the Greenham fence and left the army.   Bethan Sian Jones from 

Aberystwyth University put the Greenham and Brawdy peace camps in the historical context of the 

Cold War. And we had music.  Peace songs from Heather Jones and the Red Choir in Cardiff, and 

from Frankie Armstrong in Chepstow.  

Some of the women set off from Swansea by bus at 8.30 am, an echo of what we used to do all 

those years ago and over 60 people gathered in Alexandra Gardens behind Cardiff City Hall, to listen 

to the speeches and music. More people joined us to travel to Chepstow, where there were 

exhibitions and yet more participants.   

And we had banners.  The highlight of the day was walking on the old Severn Bridge, recreating the 

iconic photo from the original walk in 1981.  The procession was a beautiful spectacle in the 

sunshine, with the two colourful banners created by schoolchildren in Abergavenny in April, and a 

new banner that Thalia Campbell had specially created for our event. For Karmen the event 

‘captured the spirit of the day all those years ago’.  For many of us it was a reminder of our younger 

selves; for everyone it was a reminder of women’s creativity in protest. 

Gail Allen 
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(x) October 6th and 7th: International Conference and Annual Conference: in collaboration with 

the School of Management, the Morgan Academy and the Department of History, 

Swansea University 

     

Coffee break in the Atrium   Sue John of Glasgow Women’s Library  

This event was one of the highlights of the ‘Century of Hope’ project. Collaboration with the 

university enabled us to use the School of Management’s excellent facilities without charge. The 

sub-committee (Sue Thomas, Gail Allen, Jenny Sabine, Diana Morgan and Catrin Stevens) worked 

diligently to organise the event.  

Dr Aled Eirug, Deputy-Director of the Morgan Academy, welcomed everyone to Swansea University. 

This was followed by our Honorary President and Vice-President, Professor Deirdre Beddoe and 

Jenny Sabine welcoming the delegates on behalf of the Archive. During the day we enjoyed a variety 

of talks by the following speakers: Dr Diane Atkinson’s topic was ‘Rise Up Women: The Remarkable 

Lives of the Suffragettes’ and she signed copies of her book.  Dr Merete Ipsen, curator, gave an 

inspirational talk about Kvindemuseet i Danmark, Aarhus and emphasised that the ‘museum’ focuses 

on women’s lives and work, democracy, equality and sexuality. Dr Margaret Ward, Honorary Senior 

Lecturer at Queen’s University Belfast, presented the complex history of the suffrage movement in 

Ireland, and highlighted the period of militancy in 1912-14, against the background of the campaign 

for Home Rule, the Easter Rising and the First World War. Sue John of Glasgow Women’s Library 

traced the early years of the Library, from an unfunded grass roots group into the internationally 

renowned museum, library and archive it is today. To bring the Saturday to a close Dr Katharina 

Sarter, explored the historical development of gender roles, female employment and the role of the 

state as providers of child-care in France and Germany.  

Several exhibitions could be viewed during Conference: West Glamorgan Archives had created a 

substantial exhibition on the suffrage movement and there were exhibitions based on AMC/WAW’s 

recent projects. Throughout the Saturday a graffiti artist, RMER, painted a huge image of the 

suffrage movement, which will remain at the School of Management as a permanent legacy of the 

Conference.  There were also bookstalls provided by Cover to Cover, Honno, Jeff Townes and 

AMC/WAW. 

In the evening 50 delegates attended the Great Suffrage Dinner at the Towers Hotel, emulating the 

dinners held in Swansea in 1928 to celebrate the granting of the vote to all men and women over 21 

and that of 1998, celebrating the founding of AMC/WAW. Excellent musical entertainment was 
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provided by Professor Jen Wilson, founder of Jazz Heritage Wales. Toasts were then offered to five of 

the delegates’ heroines. The evening was drawn to a close to a rendition of suffrage and Greenham 

songs.   

 

 

Terrace Road Primary School – champions of Clara Neal suffragist and former Head with the 

suffrage graffiti by artist RMER  

On Sunday pupils of Terrace Road Primary School, Swansea, introduced us to their heroine - their 

former headmistress, suffragist Clara Neal. Women4resources initiated this venture and Carol 

Shephard of ROSA Woman to Woman devised the presentation, ably assisted by the teachers. The 

theme of the Sunday morning presentations was ‘Women in Welsh history’. In Lecture Theatre One 

Rosemary Seton traced the story of Rebecca – a Welsh migrant to Patagonia; sculptor Mandy Lane 

explained how she had re-imagined the early life of Amy Dillwyn, focusing upon her-story and gender; 

Georgina Gittins examined the suffrage movement in Wrexham, which has been woefully neglected 

by historians; Meilyr Powell presented Alice Gray Jones (Ceridwen Peris) and her response to the First 

World War in Y Gymraes. Mari James ended this session by describing a visit made by Emmeline 

Pankhurst, Annie Kenney and other suffragettes to St David’s Cathedral in 1908.  

In Lecture Theatre 2 Ceinwen Statter spoke about the remarkable Thora Silverthorne, miner’s 

daughter from Abertillery and a nurse in the Spanish Civil War; Diana Morgan traced the history of 

Lizzie Charles, a missionary in Japan and Ena Niedergang explored links between Chinese women and 

Wales and Welsh women and China. In the following session Dr Alys Einion spoke about the 

remarkable everyday history of South Wales mothers and this dovetailed well with Dr Chris Chapman’s 

paper on women’s experiences of marriage in post-war Rhondda. The Conference concluded with a 

panel conversation led by Professor Trish Skinner on diverse women’s histories in Wales. The 

speakers: Norena Shopland, Uzo Iwobi and Emma Cavell challenged the delegates to re-examine their 

interpretations of women’s history and spoke powerfully about their chosen fields of interest. This 

was a great ending to a very full weekend of debate and discussion. 

Catrin Stevens  

 



20 
 

(xi) November 24th–25th:  National Botanic Garden Conference, Middleton Hall, 
Carmarthenshire in partnership with WAW 

On the Saturday the focus was on the Women of Middleton: Mary Thorley, one of WAW’s members, 

spoke about Alice Abadam, who lived at Middleton Hall and was an eminent suffragist, who toured 

England and Scotland championing equal rights; Hannah Jones traced some of the problems faced by 

the women of Middleton regarding inheritance and Penny David discussed the career of Annie 

Gulvin, head-gardener on Iscoed estate, near Ferryside. In the afternoon, Jenny Sabine and Catrin 

Stevens presented the history and aims of WAW. They gave brief descriptions of the Heritage 

Lottery Wales projects: the Roadshows, Women during the First World War, ‘Voices from the 

Factory Floor’ and our current project ‘Century of Hope’. We also organised an exhibition based on 

the Roadshows and Women in the First World War projects.  

The highlight of the day was the unveiling of the blue plaque at Middleton Hall to commemorate 

Alice Abadam by her great great niece, Margaret Vaughan.   

 

Jenny Sabine, Honorary Vice President of WAW and Margaret Vaughan, great great niece of Alice 

Abadam during unveiling of the plaque on Middleton Hall 

The Sunday Conference was organised by Bangor University on the theme ‘Patriarchal Paradigms: 

The Roles and Experiences of Women on the Landed Estates of Wales’. Professor Kirsty Bohata and 

Mary Chadwick spoke about ‘Gender, Literature and Identity’; Jennie Eyers presented the Dillwyn 

Llewelyn gardens in Penllergare; Jean Reader discussed Highmead estate and the labours of Anne 

Evans and Ffion Mair Jones explained the contribution of the Ladies of Anglesey to collecting 

botanical specimens. In the afternoon the Rhug and Bachymbyd estates were the focus of Sadie 

Jarrett’s talk and Helen Williams-Ellis told the fascinating story of Catrin of Berain. The Conference 

ended with a celebration of the history of the women of Llanerchaeron mansion, in Ceredigion.  

Jenny Sabine  

(xii) February 8th 2019:  the Century of Hope Party and Finale at the Redhouse, Merthyr Tydfil 

The Century of Hope project was concluded with a bang and a very successful and worthwhile 

celebration. All the tickets were ‘sold’ and the theatre was comfortably full on the night. The evening 

was divided into two parts: 

(a) Remembering the Life and Work of Dr Ursula Masson: one of the main founders of Women’s 

Archive Wales and a native of Merthyr Tydfil. The first talk was given by Emeritus Professor  
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Jane Aaron, who worked with Ursula at Glamorgan University (as it was at the time), and 

who gave a detailed and interesting analysis of Ursula’s immense contribution to women’s 

studies through her pioneering books and articles and through founding Women’s Archive 

Wales and inspiring the Roadshow project. She noted especially how much Ursula had 

achieved during her last years when she was very ill. It was especially gratifying that Ursula’s 

family could be present to join with us in commemorating Ursula.   

Then Gail Allen came forward to talk about her great personal debt to Ursula as they worked 

together for the Swansea Women’s History Network and the opportunity this gave them to 

make pioneering films on the munitions’ factory in Bridgend, the Miners’ Strike 1984-5 and 

Conscientious Objectors in WW2. But Gail also took this opportunity to pay a heartfelt 

tribute to Professor Deirdre Beddoe, another of the founders of WAW – she described her 

academic work which put women’s history on the map in Wales for the first time. She 

presented Deirdre with a bouquet of flowers as a mark of WAW’s thanks and admiration for 

her special contribution to women’s history.  

Finally, Emeritus Professor Jen Wilson, Jazz Heritage Wales, paid her tribute to Ursula for 

encouraging her to return to education and by showing faith in her ability to achieve. She 

told several poignant tales and amusing anecdotes about researching and recording material 

for Swansea Women’s History Network and about how they worked together and socialised.  

 

(b) The second part of the evening was dedicated to the premiere of the Century of Hope 

documentary film, work accomplished by Catrin Edwards and Tash Horton, the project’s 

film-makers. Throughout the year they had been diligently recording every event and 

producing miles of film testimony about them. This had entailed hours upon hours of hard 

work and selecting material from this huge amount of testimony must have been very 

challenging. They had also recorded the memories of 16 of WAW’s founder and other active 

members. From this whole range of evidence, they succeeded in creating a fascinating film 

which managed to weave these elements into a coherent narrative. Each interviewee 

showed a picture of her favourite heroine(s) and these cameos were carefully woven into 

the film’s central story. The film’s conclusion was particularly poignant as it commemorated 

the contribution Avril Rolph, another founder member of WAW, had made but who died 

midway through the project year in 2018. The editing was skilful, imaginative and creative 

and the choice of background music inspirational. The audience had obviously enjoyed the 

film’s journey and appreciated very much how the film-makers had succeeded in crystalizing 

so cleverly all these elements and the events of 2018-19.  This film will be shown again many 

times and will remain a lasting legacy of this ambitious project.  

 

Then we all went down to the Plymouth Courtyard to enjoy a glass of wine and a buffet!  

Catrin Stevens  
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SECTION D: Marketing and Publicity: 

As each event was different a variety of methods were used to draw attention to the project. In all 

cases HLF funding was noted and its logo was displayed. 

A. Newspapers / Magazines: 

The project attracted considerable newspaper / magazine coverage:  

(I) Letters by Jean Silvan Evans on the Volvo Ocean Race and again on WAW’s Conference 

(Western Mail, South Wales Echo and Wales On-line 19:5:18 and 25:9:18)   

(II) Article by Dr Elin Jones on 100 anniversary women’s suffrage, Western Mail (19:3:18)  

(III) Articles in Barn on suffrage movement (March and June 2018); Statues for women in Cardiff 

(August 2018) and the choice of Andrew Dark’s photograph of living statue Amelia Earhart as 

picture of the month (Sept. 2018)  

(IV) Article in Cambrian News re Women’s Heritage Walk in Aberystwyth and Yr Angor, July 2018 

(V) Full-page spread in Golwg on Remembering Greenham Common peace walk by Bethan Lloyd 

(22:8:18) 

(VI) Articles in South Wales Argus (16:8:18 and 30:8:18) by Nicholas Thomas on Peace Walk  

(VII) Two-page article by Ruth Mosalski in Western Mail 24:8:18 ‘Welsh Women whose 150-mile 

march began a world-famous protest against nuclear weapons’  

(VIII) Front page article in Abergavenny Chronicle on Peace banners made by Abergavenny school-

children for the Greenham Common Peace Walk  

(IX) Article in Western Mail. South Wales Echo and Wales on Line 24:8:18 about Peace Walk   

Press releases were prepared to promote media and press interest. All such materials were 

delivered bilingually.  

B: Radio / Television 

(1) Pen-boyr School produced and broadcast an hour-long programme about their Cranogwen 

project on Cymru Fyw.   

(2) Catrin Stevens appeared on Prynhawn Da (January 2018); on Bras, Botox a’r Bleidlais (February 

2018); on Heno (Tinopolis) re. International Conference (October 3rd);  Rhaglen Aled Hughes 

(Radio Cymru – June 15th and September 4th); Rhaglen Geraint Lloyd (Radio Cymru – July 9th); 

Roy Noble Programme (Radio Wales – June 17th); Newyddion S4C – item on Conference with 

contribution by Sue John, Glasgow Women’s Library (October 5th) and on suffrage (Radio 

Cymru – Dec. 3rd)    

(3) Heno filmed an item with Manon Eames, Elin Haf Davies and Heulwen Davies on the Volvo 

Ocean Race event (broadcast May 31st)   

(4) Sue Lent spoke on Radio Wales about the Greenham Common Peace Walk (August 28th)  

(5) Heulwen Davies and Gwyneth Roberts recorded an item on the Aberystwyth Women’s 

Heritage Walk (July 2018) on Heno  

(6) Shan Robinson provided an item on the Llandudno Roadshow (Radio Cymru; April 2018) and on 

women’s suffrage (December 3rd )  



23 
 

C: Talks Members of the WAW steering committee and other members have given many talks on 

women’s history in Wales during 2018 – thus raising the profile of her-story in Wales in accordance 

with the projects aims and adding value to this project.  

(i) Catrin Stevens gave talks to St Catherine Gorseinon Mothers Union (Feb. 21); unveiling of purple 

plaque to Val Feld AM at y Senedd (March 6th); Talk to mentoring session for Women Equality 

Network (March 21st); Cymdeithas Ceredigion (March 7th); NASSWCH Conference Bangor 

University (July 24th); South Wales University Conference (August 30th); Year 12 Day School, 

University of Wales Trinity St Davids (Sept. 5th); Merched y Wawr National weekend (Sept. 8th); 

Cylch Cinio Sgeti (Nov. 14th); Merched y Wawr Whitland (Nov. 20th); Cylch Llenyddol Dolgellau 

(Nov. 29th);  Cymmrodorion Caerdydd (Feb. 1st 2019): Llanrhidian WI (February 14th) Bynea 

Historical Society (March 15); Mother’s Union 2, Gorseinon (March 28ain) and Cwmgors Merched 

y wawr (April 15)  

(ii) Dr Chris Chapman: talks In Tylorstown on women and education in the Rhondda (March 9th); to 

Rhondda Historical Society (March 10th) and in Pontypridd Library (April 27th) on women and 

work post-war Rhondda (March 10th);  to Llafur/WEA Merthyr on women and education in post-

war Rhondda (June 9th); to the West of England and South Wales Women’s History Network in 

Bath on ‘Family, teachers and chapel: networks which supported and undermined young women’s 

engagement with education in mid-twentieth century Rhondda’ (July 7th); in Portcullis House with 

Sian James for Women in Parliament Conference (Sept. 7th); in Pontypridd Library on the 

influence of chapel on women’s lives in mid-20th century Rhondda ( October 19th) and to the 

Blaenau Gwent Women’s Forum (January 3rd, 2019)  

(iii) Shan Robinson: NASSWCH Conference Bangor University (July 24th)  

(iv) Dinah Evans gave talks to: Merched y Wawr, Old Colwyn (Oct 6th);  the Senedd, Cardiff Bay - 

Remembrance Lecture - Welsh Women’s Response to the First World War (Nov. 6th); Welsh 

Temple of Peace Cardiff – Paper for Welsh Women’s League for Peace and Freedom (Nov. 22nd);  

Menai Bridge Rotarians – Women and First World War (Nov. 30th)  

(v) Caroline Fairclough gave talks to The Western Front Association (January); Cwmyoy WI (February); 

Cardiff U3A (May); Archives and Record Council of Wales (June)  

(vi) Gail Allen led a Swansea Women’s Heritage Walk for 21 U3A members on Sept. 24th 

(vii) Gwyneth Roberts: workshops for 60 pupils from Plascrug Community Primary School, Aberystwyth 

at Ceredigion Museum, 18th January based upon Aberystwyth Women’s Heritage Walk.   

(viii) Kate Sullivan gave a talk to Harlech Historical Society on December 11th 2018 

 

Other members:  

Diana Morgan: Swansea area: 4 talks to WI branches (Neath, Llangyfelach, Llangennith and Swansea 

Central (June 27; Sept. 24; Oct. 22; Nov. 19) Oystermouth Probus (Feb. 13); St Barnabus Women’s 

Group (Ebrill 17); Bethany Baptist Women’s Group (Oct. 4); Pennard Community Café (Oct. 10); and 

Skiwen Mothers’ Union (Nov. 13).  She also organised a Women’s History Day for the WI in Pennard, 

Gower, March 30, 2019.  
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D: Publicity materials: 

Bilingual posters were designed (either in-house of professionally) for most of the events; thousands 

of bilingual flyers were distributed; invitations were made for special events such as the Finale and 

WAW produced new pop-ups and leaflets to help promote the Archive in the events.  

               

E: Social Media: 

The website was updated regularly to ensure the latest events were promoted and reports on past 

events were written up in full immediately after an event. Emails were used extensively to contact 

members and partner members (e.g. the members of Merched y Wawr and the Women’s Institute, 

members of Llafur; Academic staff, etc). WAW has its own Facebook and Twitter accounts and these 

were very successful in helping to publicise the events and ensuring wide coverage.   

F: Exhibitions 

Although this was not an integral part of the project, we worked in partnership with other 

organisations e.g. West Glamorgan Archives who created an excellent exhibition on the suffrage 

movement in their locality for the WAW Conference; Bangor University who delivered a suffrage 

exhibition for the Llandudno Roadshow and the Llanystumdwy re-enactment. Cardiff Port Authority  

and Volvo Ocean Race prepared an exhibition on women in Cardiff docks. Exhibitions provided 

another way of foregrounding our message on the significance of women’s history in Wales. Our 

own exhibitions from previous HLF funded projects were also used extensively e.g. in the Botanic 

Garden, the Pierhead during International Women’s Day and in the International Conference in 

Swansea. We also took a display to the ‘Journey’s End WW1’ event at St Woolos Cathredral, 

Newport (November 10th)  
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SECTION E: Extra projects  

The initial project was completed with all targets met mid-February 2019. However due to careful 

management of the budget we had an under-spend of c. £6,250 (including £3,800 contingency and 

£2,200 staff travel) from the main budget of £41,000 (£39.500 from HLF + £1,500 from AMC/WAW).  

Thus, we applied to HLF for permission to spend this underspend to further enhance the project (see 

below) and this was agreed by HLF on February 28th.  It had already been ratified by WAW's 

Executive Committee on January 16th and again by the PMG on February 8th 2019. 

In order to enhance the legacy of the project it was agreed that: 

(i) all sound and vision files would be prepared, logged and labelled for sending to the 

National Screen and Sound Archive in Aberystwyth; the metadata of the interviews, 

transcription, stills, interview clearance & evaluation forms would be prepared.   

 

(ii) transcriptions of the individual interviews would be prepared (based on Oral History 

Society timings and rates per interview) and archived as above 

 

(iii)  music & picture copyright clearance, music reporting, picture and stills reporting and 

compilation of programme report of film would be completed.  

 

(iv) the production of DVD file transfer would be organised and copies made.  

 

(v) a short half hour version of the ‘Century of Hope’ film (1¼ hour film) including portraits 

but omitting events to be used on the website, in exhibitions etc would be made. The 

film would be exported in appropriate format for the website.   

 

(vi) Separate packaging 5 of the events (Llandudno Roadshow; Llanystumdwy re-enactment; 

Eisteddfod debate on statues for women; Aberystwyth Heritage Walk; Common 

Greenham Walk re-enactment would be arranged , & the items exported in appropriate 

format for the website.  

 

(vii) The ‘Century of Hope’ film would be shown to the general public at specific locations in 

Wales e.g. enquiries have been received from Abergavenny Women’s Network; The 

National Waterfront Museum Swansea; Bangor University etc  

Approximately 6 showings would require film-makers’ introduction & expertise. The 

events themselves will be organised and managed by our volunteers in each area.   

 

It was calculated that this work would take 25 days @ £250 a day = £6,250  

 

As all the above items would require specific professional expertise, the work was 

undertaken by the two film-makers: Catrin Edwards and Tash Horton who had worked 

unsparingly, throughout this project.  

We aimed at completing this work by mid-April 2019.  

 

 


